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0. REPORT NUMSER:

s. vare or mepont; 6 September 1969

.~vod Near Nakhon Phanom RTAFB (U)

10. 0. OF PAGES: A

3. 15C NUMBER:

i
i

Thailand, 24 August 1969

& EV* UATION: SOUACE
See Item 15

' 7. source:
H See ltem 15

4. 0ATE OF 1urORMATION: 2/ August 1969
s. PLACE «»0 DaTE of acd:Nakhon Phanom RTAFB,

INFORMATION

1. mromonces:  DIRM 1S1

-3 24 SEP 1969

12. omemavon: OSI District 51, Bangkok, Thailar8
56-713/03/5 e
18 snzranco sv: SA ROBERT D. KAEHLER, 0SI Det 5100/

Nakhon PMn07AFB, Thglland %
See Item 15 ya. asvnovine artnectity: A
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(c) Ini‘ormation contained in parsgraph 2 below was provided by the

e+ sl <+

tZaragraph 4, (5106-ASP<6),1s a membor of an official Thai agency who hus
contributed in the past, but whose reliability has not yet been fully

ostablished,

]

§ Dir OSI USAF

# Dap Dir OSI (PACAF)(CINC-
} PAC-J21-2)

Dep Ch, JUSMAGTHAL (DCHI)
J-2 UZMACTHAL (G-2,
I'SARPACE2)

Zarly on tie morning of 24 August 1969, the pliot of a base aircraft
iob:-crved what he thought to be a helicopter, with folded rotor blades, on the
sround approximately five miles north-northoast of Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai
He also reported seeing a large, omni-directional light. A !
73l Thal Army sweep of the area, met with negative results.

during vhe samo time period and that the pilgrims cprried with them two large

ceremonial drums suspended between two long poles.
o carried a powerful electric lantern which,when an np'cmft vag noted

cling overhead, he pointed skyward, . -

g irector of Intelligence, 56th Special Operstions Wing, Nakhon Phanom Royal

¢ Thai Air Force Base (RTAFB), Thailand. = The source of the information in para~

, craph 3 (5106-ASP-6J) is a resident of Ban Ram Rat, Nukhon Phunom Province

} who nas contributod in the past, but whose reliability is still unknown. The

i co=iributor of the information in paragraph 3, and source ~{ the information
i
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(Lagpe Blad}} .

Subsequent checks, -
roligious procession passed through the general area |’ -

One of the participsnts

\

} 15th &7 (D/I-1, IGSP-I)
| § USARSUPTHAI

1} 17th MI Det

. § liqs, 62ist TacConSq
Gli, ARAG
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' i:‘cqinuduum of tinzing aaXes it apparent that the "helicopter with folded

N

23 August 1969, arrived at the wat two hours later, and depurtod for hoae

o’
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SN ~iet 51, K
Eano. . Thailand
T . . ) e oo T (Lrase Mord ¥
. . 543ty s, we o ota . .7, wneop.iot of o lizedwing, 5
y Cev LA-10, o . amlgent il voicet on the s 3
P T G T Oy S ¢® N_-ana Phanom WTAEB. AV ;
eoLalmt san RRITL C atet.fies C.ying obiztus pursuant to ?
L rcanand ol Fec.e. . Dade o i tbe OV-10 was on final approacn !B
. Tn . Lrsh Lirotine eres, and Lhe [o0% observed 3
L 0 U8B . r L hem e f0TLiCRmL Lagnl OR 2 uretch of roed,
Ui abs terlogere, - -<f .mdividuals gutn:red eround a 8
®oantien struttasc', < ne 3e.” .10 Du.e bood & heliccprer oLl its. "

fetor Ciains To.oitd,  se - st obpery: | tae Lbject being moved inlo trees
azjucs - Lo the reac., Tr. oilot woetor-. ik wrea as pir-pointed the
icoat. 46 YB 6522BU.  LLaF Secuar.ly Pi.att reprecsentatives subsequentily
auvisea tnat a sweep of Wnt sighting arsa, frox 2as Ke Kun #in (VE 668235) to
o0 vicio.iy of Ban Ram Eat {¥E 64123C), by Foysl Thai Army (RTA) personnel f
between 0100 and 04)0 houss, 24 August 1969 produced mo results, nor dic a
joint RTA-USAZ Security Polics search at Il nours the safie day., (30SI
Evaiuaticn re helicopter signtings F-5).

3. {C) 5106-aSP-6J reported that o the nignt of 23-24 kugust 1969, some t
tueniy Thai National resilects of bas Seng fis (¥E 682242, reportedly
travelled to and from the Wwat Si Sa-at, located i Ban Rae Rat [ 7 6{1280), ta
gike an offering, This religious processice followed the country roac to Ban
Ram Rit, pussing through Ban Nong Bua (VE 668205 and Ban Khok Sawang (VE
657278). On their retura trip, botween Bum ¥ong Buz and Ban Sang Hin, memberd
of the group noticed an aircreflt circling o . One of the viliagers, wha
was carrying a portabls electric lamterun ‘o light their path, shined his light
upward at the plsne, Source (5106-45P-6J) stated that tais incident occurred
sometime between 2400 hoars 23 August and QMO0 holrs 24 August 1969, (F-3).

4. (C) In an effort to obtair further details, 5i2°.-i5P-6, supra, travelled
to Ban Sang Hin, vhere he questinned a villsger {N¥., uho allagedly took part
in the pilgrimage tc ¥at Si Se-at. This villager confirped the information
received from 5106-ASP-6J, ami provided the fallowving ediitional details:

a. The religious processioa left Banm Saag idin at approximately 2000

again at 2330 hours. BSnrouts, the villagers travelled along the country |
road more or less ina single file. Some esrried flashlights to light the way,i
and &t loast one viilager carried a powerful slectric lartern. On the return
trip, the pilgrims carried vith thea two large ceremonial drums. Due tc the
veight of the drums, they were gus,.aded betusen two long poles, with
several persons supporting each pais. (F-3).

b, When thc procossion was neariag home, between Ban Nong Bua and Ban
Sang Hin, membors of the group observed an sirenft cireling overheud, and
the viila;er with ine eicetric iantarn dirccted its beua st the plane. When
the planc continued tc circle, and began to coms lower, somo meaders ol the
group bocame frightenod 4nd ren into the woods along the road, After the
aireraft left the sres, the growp coatinued on its uo.ys arriving at Ban Seng

Hin botwoen OLOC and 0130 bours, 24 August 1969, (F-3 (See attached
sketeh)s
oM * THE APPSR 1 (C) The information in paragraphs 3 and 4

wbova, was furnlsted the G v and Director of Iatelligence, S6th Special
Cperations Wing and 56th Security Poliocs Squadron, Rakhon Phanoa RTAFB, upon
receipt,

(C) while the locstion of tha pllot's sightlng enc the rcute ascribed to the
rellglous proosasion do not colnoide preclsely, their proximity and the
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Y cinnointzl oy the OY-10 pilet 15 utle moru tnwn s mile ! :
3 voo. o ban Nong baa ind Ban Soon Hir, i Lok an errur wohe

P , onasie considerind the slgbting =97 mat
s e oint ab abght. Furtner, the 'pc;a_;lbllity existo
« fer oo prov ol object original » reportued, may

veinting to the reiiglous pru;qbsion,

. fave tomo across
TR g PR ot e
Torgy Anduroand visunl signtings of (i0s, such as that being cnecked out Ty
OV-3 priot 40 {his instunce, are not a new phenuucaon, pad
Sp tanaary 1069 report lists seven UFO
i porled 28 November 1968 to 1 Junuary 1969 alone.
A niic.ance sircraft to further identify the objects were unguccessful.

i yotine these unresolved reports,

é ofrsred several comments and possible explanationss

w. On 26 November 1963, the Thai Border Potrol Police (BP?) began an

E coeTuliih
Loune vicinity of some of the s

ightings northwest of the base. while Thul
nuad historically been reluctant to fly at night, 8

i
/ i
% piiots }
© had zade nizht {lying almost us easy 88 daytimo operations, and pilots of i
¢ voth the BPP and RTA had been known to accomplish night flights. Centralized |
a control ol these agencies’ autonomous counter-ingurgency opsratiocas is weax, *
§ howaVer, and Thal units frequently filed flights plans with the Air Defense
{ curveillanee System only after the fact, if at all. i
v 5. Alternatively, the UFOs sighted might have beon alrcraft on clan=- {
4 ccutine flights by US agencies, 88 such flights #re often completed without t
; dctails being roleased to traffic control offices. Though it is possible |
¢ that the {11icit flignts were friandly, for purposes of privatsgain, plegsure

o+ smuggling, there was no evidence at the time to substantiate that

possibilitye

: c. During Novermber and ecarly DecembeT, rudar gear i
8. Ground Controlled Approach (GCA) scopes, nave historically yielded large
¥ pumbers of returns from natural or cultural phenomena, E.Ee» tempersture
{nversions, balloons from £
and kites. In November 1967, Headquarters 7/13th Air Force conductod ap

experiment at Udorn RTAFB, where GGA scopes were reporting more taan §

Z unidentified returns.

1 signted scores of Btalloons, -three flocks of migratory bl

{ plus at least four local S.1:copters. Theso sighting, eved of friemdly
flights, could not be correlated with GCA and other electronic returns.

e e e e A -

insurgent forccs, 8 preliminary study of the technical factors involved

airlift personnel or materiel was highly dangarous, particularly without
sophisticated navigational and landing alds. Additionally,
nist or neutral countries from vhich the helicopters right come do not
presently possess adequate nuabers of low/slovw airoraft to support their
N field forces, officlals or units by air, without oconslderi

1

}

!

1

4

i

i
~§;\_ uxtrw-urritorial missionse.
i

!

i

4

%

]

2

Communist insurgonts inside Thailand, geemed to preoccupy Thei officlals

until ' S, resources p
or coms under controle

helicopter threat from ocutside Thailand, had

§
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Crom oo moving 09ser=
¢ yrst RTA persenitl,

pbut faii=d to repeTt Ll

rtizuxarly ot nlgnte
signtings at Nakhon Pnanos ATAFB foT ;
1 Attempts by pase recori~

tho 7/13th Alr Force Director of Inveliigence

{nvolving four to six ppP and Royal Thol Arsy (RTA) helicopters, in'!

recent full mood

n Thailend, pif'tiCulN“l?
atrs and religious celebratiods, migratory birds,

iIn a span of ten aminutes, human ovservers pmsioﬂ.}y
rdg, several xites,

i. 1In analysing the threat.of! helicopters penetrating Thuiland or supporticg:

cetormined that landing hellcopters in remote jungle clourings at night to

the nearhy Comi-
ng 8Ty high risx
e, 1n 1967, unidentified aircruft activity, ‘purporudly in suppord of

rovided Hawk anti-aircraft aissiles. Then, in a speech
of ecceptance and thanks, General PHRAPHAT, Deputy Prime Min. -ter, sald the
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sautions govermment officials against “hi b iy

3 Laat na report ol nsurgen wctivity is suffi clontly importuant t3 f
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Coramtion coordinated with J-2 USMACTHAL/JUSMAGTHAL.

L in ) bk 0003 69, dated 9 January 1969, files 56-713/03/5

. y surg in tne Mid-South, Entitled’
o iaiwet PTS 14,475, "Thai Report on lnsurgency 1n , :
O of the Communist Situation in Mid-South Thailand, dated 11 |
Vg onn L9094, . ‘
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